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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This application has been reviewed. Original claims 1-36 are pending. The 
rejections cited stated below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 9 recites the limitation " the display device " in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ballard 
U.S. Patent No. 6,182,050[hereinafter Ballard]. 



As per claim 1 , Ballard discloses a method for obtaining and presenting data to a user, 



comprising: 
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receiving data at a user device, the data being received via a downloading process that 
is adjusted to reflect on-line activity at the first device (see col. 3, lines 21-35 and col. 7, 
lines 21-25); 

storing the data at the first device (see col. 3, lines 24-29); and 
presenting the stored data to the user regardless of network connectivity of the user 
device (i.e., presenting data whether end user is on-line or off-line) (see col. 3, lines 21- 
25 and col. 13, lines 4-25). 

As per claim 2, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
determining when specific sets of data are presented to the user(see col. 7, lines 36- 
49); and 

requesting new data to replace the presented data (see col. 7, lines 36-49). 

As per claim 3, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 2, wherein the specific 
sets of data are advertisements (see col. 7, lines 36-49). 

As per claim 4, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 1 , wherein the user 
device initiates the downloading process (see col. 13-15). 

As per claim 5, Ballard discloses a method for obtaining and presenting data to a user, 
comprising: 
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determining when data is to be downloaded to a first device (see col. 4, lines 10-13 and 
col. 7, lines 36-49); 

detecting when the first device is online (see col. 10, 13-14); 
when data is to be downloaded and when the first device is on-line, initiating a 
download of data at the first device, the data being downloaded based on on-line 
activity of the first device (see col. 10, lines 1-26); and 

presenting the data to the user via the first device, regardless of network connectivity of 
the first device (i.e., whether end user is on-line or off-line) (see col. 10, lines 1-26). 

As per claim 6, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 5, further comprising 
storing the downloaded data at the first device (see col. 10, lines 5-7). 

As per claim 7, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 5, further comprising: 
providing user profile information from the first device to a second device (see col. 3, 
lines 8-20); and 

receiving data from the second device, the data being selected based on the user 
profile information (see col. 3, lines 11-14). 

As per claim 8, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 5, wherein the first 
device is a personal computer (see fig. 1 , element 14). 

As per claim 9, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 8, further comprising 



Application/Control Number: 09/91 1 ,696 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2157 

storing the downloaded data on a storage device of the display device (see col. 10, lines 
5-7). 



As per claim 10, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 7, wherein the 
initiating step comprises: 

sending a log-in request from the first device to a second device every time the first 
device goes on-line (see col. 3, lines 14-15). 

As per claim 11, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 10, wherein the log-in 
request includes a user ID (code identifying end user) (see col. 9, lines 49-67). 

As per claim 12, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 7, further comprising 
sending a content information request to the second device (i.e., advertisement 
information) (see col. 4, lines 23-20). 

As per claim 13, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 7, wherein the second 
device is a server (see fig. 1, element 12). 



As per claim 14, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 5, further comprising - 
setting a flag (i.e., code) associated with the data that is presented to the user (see col. 
10, lines 27-33). 
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As per claim 15, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 14, wherein the 
determining step comprises: 

checking the flag for the data (see col. 12, lines 41-65); and 

requesting new data for each data with its flag set (see col. 12, lines 41-65). 

16. The method according to claim 15, wherein the new data replaces the data with its 
flag set (see col. 12, lines 41-65). 

AS per claim 17, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 5, wherein the data 
includes advertisements (see col. 10, lines 1-26). 

As per claim 18, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 17, wherein the 
advertisements are presented to the user as at least one of a Screensaver, wallpaper, a 
start-up screen, and a shut-down screen (see col. 13, lines 8-17). 

As per claim 19, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 5, wherein the 
presenting step comprises selecting specific ones of the data to present to the user; and 
tracking the specific ones of the data presented to the user (see col. 7, lines 50-55). 

As per claim 20, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 19, wherein the 
selecting step comprises: 
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selecting data that has not previously been presented to the user (see col. 12, lines 41- 
65); and 

if no data remains that has not previously been presented to the user, re-presenting 
data to the user (see col. 12, lines 41-65). 

As per claim 21 , Ballard discloses the method of providing data to a user device, 
comprising: 

receiving a request initiated by a user device, the request including a user ID (see col. 
9, lines 49-67); 

associating the user ID with a user profile (i.e., demographic information) (see col. 7, 
lines 3-10); 

determining, based on the user profile, select data to be provided to the user device(see 
col. 4, lines 10-13 and col. 7, lines 36-49); and 

downloading the select data to the user device based on on-line activity of the user 
device (see col. 10, lines 1-26). 

As per claim 22, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 21 , further comprising 
receiving the data from a third party (i.e., advertisers), the data to be provided to users 
based on a target audience, the third party having no knowledge of the user profiles 
(see col. 8, lines 44-62).. 

As per claim 23, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 21, further comprising 
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receiving a user profile from the user device when the user device initially logs-in (see 
col. 7, lines 3-130). 

As per claim 24, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 21 , wherein the user 
profile includes at least one of a name, address, hobbies, education level, salary or 
other characteristics of a user (see col. 7, lines 3-10). 

As per claim 25, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 21 , wherein the data 
includes advertisements (see col. 10, lines 1-26). 

As per claim 26, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 25, wherein the user 
profile indicates a type of advertisement the user wishes to receive or has been 
selected, based on his profile, to receive (see col. 7, lines 14-31). 

As per claim 27, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 21 , wherein the 
request includes a content information request. 

28. The method according to claim 27, further comprising, in response to the content 
information request, providing a content response including an address (i.e., hyper-lined 
address) where the data to be downloaded is located, to the user device (see col. 13, 
lines 20-25). 
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As per claim 29, Ballard discloses the method according to claim 28, wherein the 
address is an URL address (the hyper-linked address inherently includes URL address) 
(see col. 13, lines 20-25). 

As per claim 30, Ballard discloses a computer system for providing targeted information 
to users, comprising: 

a server device(see fig. 3, element server 52) including: 

means for receiving a plurality of information messages, the information messages 
being associated with at least one of a plurality of target audiences (participating 
consumers) (see col. 8, lines 44-52 and col. 9, lines 29-48); 
a profile manager (60) for managing user profiles (58), the user profiles including 
information to associate users with the target audiences (see col. 6, lines 40-63); 
a content supplier (advertiser) providing a format of the information message for the 
user (see col. 8, lines 53-56); 

an upload component (ASP 52) storing the plurality of information messages (see col. 6, 
lines 25-29); * 

a server component receiving requests for information messages, the requests 
including data to associate the request with a user profile, and sending information 
messages in response to the requests, the information messages that are sent being 
determined by comparing the target audience for the information message and the user 
profile (see col. 6, lines 40-63). 



Application/Control Number: 09/91 1 ,696 Page 1 0 

Art Unit: 2157 

As per claim 31 , Ballard discloses the system according to claim 30, wherein some of 
the plurality of information messages is provided to a plurality of users (see col. 6, lines 
40-63). 

As per claim 32, Ballard discloses the system according to claim 30, further comprising 
a means for charging based upon the number of users a message is provided to 9see 
col. 10, lines 63-67). 

As per claim 33, Ballard discloses the system according to claim 30, further comprising 
a client (end user computer 14) including: 

means for obtaining profile information from a user (see col. 7, lines 50-65); 
means for determining that new information messages are needed(see col. 7, lines 50- 

65);; 

means for initiating communication with the server to retrieve the new information 
messages (see col. 7, lines 50-65);and 

means for tracking the presentation of information (see col. 7, lines 50-65); 

As per claim 34, Ballard discloses the system according to claim 33, wherein the server 
device further comprises means for generating a unique user ID for the client devices 
(see col. 9, lines 55-58). 



As per claim 35, Ballard discloses the system according to claim 30, wherein a number 
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of users are grouped together in a user profile. 
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As per claim 36, Ballard discloses a computer useable information storage medium 
storing computer readable program code means for causing a computer to perform the 
steps of: 

determining when data is to be downloaded to a first device (see col. 4, lines 10-13 and 
col. 7, lines 36-49); 

detecting when the first device is online (see col. 4, lines 10-13); 

when data is to be downloaded and when the first device is on-line, initiating a 

download of data at the first device, the data being downloaded to the first device based 

on on-line activity of the first device (see col. 10, lines 1-26);and 

presenting the data to the user via the first device, regardless of network connectivity of 

the user device (i.e., whether end user is on-line or off-line) (see col. 1 0, lines 1 -26). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Salad E Abdullahi whose telephone number is 703-308- 
8441 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can 
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be reached on 703-305-4792. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Any response to this action should mailed to: 



Box AF 



Commissioner of Patents and 



Trademarks 



Washington, DC 20231 



or faxed to: (703) (872-9306). 




Examiner AU21 57 
10/18/2004 



